
Featured Engine No. 57 
A British Vacuum Cleaner Company engine 

By Kim Siddorn 

When you’ve done this for a few years, you don’t get 
many surprises and the world is full of Lister D’s, 
WXII’s and the ubiquitous Amanco range. But when 
you do come across something unusual, they take on 
a fascination that makes you prowl around them as 
the churfle away in the sunshine like a lion cornering 
a Wildebeest! At the recent Robert’s Open Day, I 
found this engine, painted a rather restful shade of 
Stuart Turner green (just a descriptive term you 
understand) and found that I was eyeing up a 
vacuum cleaner engine. Not many of them to the 
pound!  

         In 1901 Hubert Cecil Booth, a British engineer, 
invented the first successful vacuum cleaner. On 30 
August he received a British patent for a vacuum 
cleaner that took the form of a large, horse-drawn, 
petrol-driven unit which was parked outside the 
building to be cleaned, with long hoses being fed 
through the windows. Until then vacuum cleaners 
blew the dust away, but Booth came up with the idea 
of sucking away dust, instead of blowing. 
Furthermore, Booth equipped his cleaner with a filter, 
which kept the dust in the machine. All modern 
vacuum cleaners are based on Booth's principle. The 
next year saw Booth found the British Vacuum 
Cleaner Co Ltd and by 1903, he was in a big enough 
way of business to float it as a public company. His 
products became very popular with the upper classes 

and wealthy society ladies threw 'vacuum cleaner 
parties'. Guests sipped their tea and lifted their feet 
for Booth's uniformed attendants to vacuum the 
carpet. After giving a vacuum demonstration at the 
Royal Mint, Booth was stopped by the Police as he 
had forgotten to empty his filter bag on the premises. 
It contained a large quantity of gold dust. Nice try! 
The company went on to found the household name 
of Goblin cleaners. 

                   Gaining the royal seal of approval, 
Booth's vacuum cleaner was used to clean the 
carpets of Westminster Abbey prior to Edward VII's 
coronation in 1901. Now that was good advertising!         

What an interesting beast! Unfortunately, I 
couldn’t find the owner. 
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Social news 
By Earwig 

 Earwig tells me that the Skittle Night was very good with 
over 30 members and friends trying their skills on the alley. 
 

Chairman’s Report   
by Brian Baker (printed as received) 

 I was unable to attend the meeting at the Court Hotel 
on Monday the 26th of September due to a family 
bereavement. Our Vice–Chairman Eric ran the 
meeting and raffle, and I had a report back that he 
carried out an excellent job, thank you very much 
Eric for stepping into the breech. The speaker for the 
evening was our editor Kim giving a slide show of 
pictures he took at this years Astle Park rally, also 
of Anson Museum that he visited the same day. This 
I am told was a excellent presentation which was 
appreciated by the members who attended as we do 
not get many engine related talks. The autumn 
sortout on Saturday 15th September at Cranmore 
Railway was blessed with exceptionally sunny 
weather for the time of year which certainly brought 
the crowds out. As I still had a lot of items for sale 
from when I cleared out my workshop I decided to 
load up the trailer and sell some of it. When Henry 
and myself arrived at around seven thirty there was 
already one other seller on site, soon the sellers and 
buyers started to arrive and in no time at all the site 
was really busy. Eric took on the task of organising 
people for gate duty, this went very well all the 
morning, I would like to thank Eric and the members 
involved for their contribution to the success of this 
event. Diana Davis volunteered to collect the stall 
money from the stall holders, thank you for helping 
me out Diane. All in all this is a very popular event 
each year, long may it continue, I remember starting 
the sortouts many years ago to raise funds to support 
the rally, now the rally generates a healthy 
contribution to club funds which ensures the club is 
more than solvent. The chap next to me arrived with 
a large trailer crammed full of engines that he had 
just brought from France, these had all been sold via 
the newsletter and were now  awaiting the buyers to 
collect, by the end of the morning all the engines had 
been 
collected and a much richer traveller headed back to 
France, this proves the selling power of our 
newsletter. A lot of the people present attended the 

café for breakfasts and sandwiches, the bacon 
sandwiches myself and Henry had were good value 
for money. By lunch time all the stalls had packed up 
and the site was once more empty. See you all again 
in the spring on March 3rd. I have just completed the 
programme for 2012, you are in for some treats, 
including a talk on “The Mary Rose”, and a talk 
entitled “My life on the River Severn,” Plus many 
more, the full programme will be printed soon. 
 

Vice-Chairman’s report   
By Eric Gay 

On Saturday 24th Sept that I got the phone call 
from Brian saying that he could not make the meeting on 
Monday evening and could I do the honours? Well, after 
about thirty years on the committee, I thought I could just 
about manage.  

Now all you engine men that didn’t make the 
meeting missed something special. Kim did us proud with 
his slides/photo's and it was first class, and all those at the 
meeting thought the same. I even had one of the club’s 
lady members come up to me and say what a fantastic 
evening Kim put on. I wont bore you with the details, but 
the show covered the Astle Park 1000 engine rally and a 
visit to the Anson Museum. 

" I would like a look round that" I thought and might 
just take the new van for a run. The evening ended with our 
usual raffle, and to all those kind club members that 
donated prizes, thank you very much. 

Now I have to change the subject, The club has no 
secretary. Brian has asked repeatedly for someone one to 
take on this job without any takers. The end of the year is 
approaching and it will soon be our AGM again. The 
committee itself seems to be shrinking and we need 
members to step forward and help run the club before there 
isn’t one! 

The job of a committee member is not at all 
difficult. It meets once a month for a couple of hours, so if 
YOU feel that you could give the club just a little of your 
time please, please give me or any of the committee 
members a ring. 

Now on to 2012, I have been offered a large site on 
the outskirts of Bradford-on-Avon, totally free of charge by 
one of our new club members. It is on flat land with good 
access next to a very nice pub in the Wiltshire countryside. 
The site is perfect for us to hold a Stationary Engine 
Weekend.  For this event to take place I need your support. 
We have around three hundred members in the Wessex 
Stationary Engine Club, I know that you don’t all have 
engines, but this opportunity is too good to miss, so I want 
you to give me a call as soon as possible if you want a new 
event! No calls – no show!  The site is very central for 
many of our members. 
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Stockbridge Working Weekend 
By Babs Vickery  

Well, I’m sat in the caravan at 5.30 on Sunday 
September 11th, the end of another working weekend at 
Stockbridge.  Keith, Ray and me have dismantled the 
ropes, little gates and stakes and cleared our section 
and you wouldn't think anybody had been here. The 
heavens have just opened, but we're almost done. Keith 
and Ray are off helping to clear the rest of the site. Not a 
bad weekend all in all, we had over 50 engines, a few down 
on the passes that were sent out, but that could have been 
due to the gloom and doom from the weather men during 
the previous week. It wasn't anywhere near as bad as 
they predicted... 

The tractors put on a good display with the 
ploughing on both days, shame the heavy horses didn't 
turn up. The stalls that came were varied - ,though not 
as many as promised - their numbers swelled by car 
booters. The quad bikes did a sterling job for the kiddies, 
and if you got peckish there was a splendid fish and chip 
van and for a change a ploughman’s lunch if you preferred. 
The beer tent did a roaring trade too, packed out in the 
evenings to listen to the music of a good band and chat, 
singalong or dance as the mood took you..  

Thank you all for taking the trouble to support 
our club, the U.T.V.V,C. and our endeavours to raise funds 
for the Hants and Isle of White Air Ambulance. A 
special thank you to the stoical members of the 
Wessex SEC who will always turn out for the rally. 
Hope to see you all around the rally circuit next year and 
at the Stockbridge Working Weekend.  

 
Still Out And About 

By Robin Lambert 
          With the leaves beginning to fall it is that time 
of the year once again that our yearly excursions to 
events far and wide begin to come to an end.                                                 
A quick flip back through the calendar brings back to 
mind our last three trips out , Saturday 3rd September 
was Derek Hardwicke’s open day at Rangeworthy  
and this year’s theme engine was machines made by 
Blackstone. Around twenty engines were invited 
along and made an impressive display, most models 
were here including two fine examples displayed by 
club members Ed and John Thorne . Derek’s two 
large engine sheds made interesting viewing 
including the collection  of several Bristol Wagon & 
Carriage Works “Victorias”.  

I always make a bee line for his “Might Comes 
Shed”, which houses every  thing  that just “Might just 
come in handy” or  once did many years ago, from 
old radios, tools, and vintage electrical appliances 
that today would be regarded as too unsafe to use. 
It’s all here waiting to be re-discovered again as time 
has eradicated much of this from our memories.  

A new exhibit here was Derek’s model T Ford, 
in pick-up style its a real Laurel & Hardy job all 
original  except for a brand new Ash Wooden floor on 
the rear end. He  did ask me if I knew what all three 
foot pedals controlled and I got them all wrong, one 
was even for reverse!   

Derek’s  son had built a small Lime Kiln that 
was fired with coal heating up limestone to turn it into 
the white powder that even today has so many uses. 

Martin & Andrew Dry had their stall all set up 
with lots of Magneto and electrical spares for sale.  

I had a very nice day out here, lots to see and 
folk to chat to all made possible by our hosts  Derek 
and his wife Margaret with a little help from their 
friends. 

Saturday & Sunday 10th&11th September, 
Saw us at the Meon Valley  S.E Clubs Annual  two 
day rally held at Longstock  near Stockbridge, this 
must be a very hard event to organise as each year 
it’s held in a different field, no doubt this is down to 
how  the landowner as to how he plans his crop 
rotation, which must be a bit of a headache for the 
organisers as where to site things. The S.E line was 
very neat and tidy with parking by your exhibits it 
even had triple roping with neat little wooden gates 
every 20 metres or so to save exhibitors climbing 
through the strands,  It was nice to arrive on Friday 
and be ushered to our spot by Ray and Alan (or is it 
Keith) who I am sure had a little help from Barb. All 
the usual banter took place  as per normal and things 
would not be the same without it.  

A lot of Wessex members exhibit here 
bringing with them some nice machinery ranging 
from 6hp Ruston & Hornsbys  5hp Crossleys, smaller 
Internationals & Amanco’s.  

I think the stalls section was slightly down in 
numbers and reading Pat Knight’s observation’s in 
the S.E Magazine, he thinks this may be across the 
board.  I hope not as it helps make an event and is 
popular with public and exhibitors alike.  

There were lots of vintage cars , motor bikes, 
tractors many of whom put their machines to work in 
the ploughing area and once again as last year the 
very modern computerised rack saw bench was 
slicing up tree trunks like they were butter. Live 
steam engines large and small adorned the field 
which made a lovely setting as the sun went down 
over the rolling Hampshire Downs. 

The weather turned nasty during Saturday 
night with gale force winds and driving rain and left 
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The Great Dorset Steam Fair 

By Eric Gay 
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